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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1-4,6-11, 13-18,21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Otokita (U.S. Pub. 2003/0016259). 
Otokita discloses the following: 

regarding claim 1, an image forming apparatus for receiving data from a 
host device (1) and forming an image (Figure 1), comprising: 

a storage unit for storing a set value (Paragraph 001 1) 

transmitting unit for transmitting the set value, which has been stored in 
said storage unit, in response to a request from the host device and is transferred to the 
printer (Paragraphs 0060 - 0061) 

an updating unit for updating the set value, which has been stored in said 
storage unit, based upon print data received from the host device (Paragraphs 0069 - 
0070) 

regarding claim 2, an image forming apparatus for receiving data from a 
host device (1) and forming an image (Figure 1), comprising: 

a storage unit for storing a set value (Paragraph 001 1) 



Application/Control Number: 10/766,870 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2853 

notifying unit for deciding a set value of the image forming apparatus in 
response to an image formation request from the host device, comparing the set value 
decided and the set value that has been stored in said storage unit, processing the 
image formation request if the two set values agree and, if the two set values do not 
agree, notifying the host device of this fact (Paragraphs 0076 - 0078) 

regarding claim 3, wherein the set value that has been stored in said 
storage unit includes size or type or both size and type of a sheet-like medium on which 
an image is formed (Paragraph 001 1) 

regarding claim 4, wherein set value that has been stored in said 
storage unit includes a setting of distance between an ink-jet printhead and a sheet 
(Paragraphs 0012, 0037) 

regarding claim 6, an acquisition unit for acquiring a set value from the 
image forming unit (Paragraph 001 1) 

comparison unit for comparing a specified set value (printhead gap value) 
in image formation and the set value (medium type) that has been acquired by said 
acquisition unit, transmitting an image formation request to the image forming unit if the 
two set values agree and, if the two set values do not agree, displaying this fact to the 
user (Paragraph 0047) 

regarding claim 7, a storage unit for storing a set value (Paragraph 001 1) 

transmitting unit for transmitting the set value, which has been stored in 
said storage unit, in response to a request from the host device and is transferred to the 
printer (Paragraphs 0060 - 0061) 
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an updating unit for updating the set value, which has been stored in said 
storage unit, based upon print data received from information processing apparatus 
(Paragraphs 0069 - 0070) 

information processing apparatus comprises: an acquisition unit for 
acquiring a set value from said image forming apparatus (Paragraph 0011) 

comparison unit for comparing a specified set value (printhead gap value) 
in image formation and the set value (medium type) that has been acquired by said 
acquisition unit, transmitting an image formation request to the image forming unit if the 
two set values agree and, if the two set values do not agree, displaying this fact by a 
display (Paragraph 0047) 

regarding claim 8, information processing apparatus, which is connected 
to said image forming apparatus, for receiving notification from said image forming 
apparatus and displaying it on a display (Paragraph 0048, Claim # 29) 

regarding claim 9, image forming system in which a latest set value that 
has been stored in a printer is acquired and, if the set value differs from a set value that 
has been specified, this fact is reported (Paragraphs 0076 - 0078) 

regarding claim 10, method of controlling an image forming apparatus 
that receives data from a host device and forms an image comprising: a storage unit for 
storing a set value (Paragraph 001 1) 

transmitting unit for transmitting the set value, which has been stored in 
said storage unit, in response to a request from the host device and is transferred to the 
printer (Paragraphs 0060 - 0061) 
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an updating unit for updating the set value, which has been stored in said 
storage unit, based upon print data received from the host device (Paragraphs 0069 - 
0070) 

regarding claim 11, method of controlling an image forming apparatus 
that receives data from a host device and forms an image comprising: a storage unit for 
storing a set value (Paragraph 001 1) 

notifying unit for deciding a set value of the image forming apparatus in 
response to an image formation request from the host device, comparing the set value 
decided and the set value that has been stored in said storage unit, processing the 
image formation request if the two set values agree and, if the two set values do not 
agree, notifying the host device of this fact (Paragraphs 0076 - 0078) 

regarding claim 13, information processing method for forming an image 
by an image forming unit, comprising: , an acquisition unit for acquiring a set value from 
the image forming unit (Paragraph 001 1) 

comparison unit for comparing a specified set value (printhead gap value) 
in image formation and the set value (medium type) that has been acquired by said 
acquisition unit, transmitting an image formation request to the image forming unit if the 
two set values agree and, if the two set values do not agree, displaying this fact to the 
user (Paragraph 0047) 

regarding claim 14, method of controlling a printer in which a latest set 
value that has been stored in a printer is acquired and, if the set value differs from a set 
value that has been specified, this fact is reported (0076 - 0078) 
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regarding claim 15, computer program product storing a program for 
controlling an image forming apparatus that forms and image (Paragraph 0051), 
comprising: 

code of a storage step of storing a set value of the apparatus in storage 
means (Paragraph 001 1 ) 

code of a transmitting unit for transmitting the set value, which has been 
stored in said storage unit, in response to a request from the host device and is 
transferred to the printer (Paragraphs 0060 - 0061) 

code of an updating unit for updating the set value, which has been stored 
in said storage unit, based upon print data received from information processing 
apparatus (Paragraphs 0069 - 0070) 

regarding claim 16, computer program product storing a program for 
controlling an image forming apparatus that forms and image (Paragraph 0051), 
comprising: 

code of a storage step of storing a set value of the apparatus in storage 
means (Paragraph 0011) 

code of a step of deciding a set value of the image forming apparatus in 
response to an image formation request from the host device, comparing the set value 
decided and the set value that has been stored in said storage unit, processing the 
image formation request if the two set values agree and, if the two set values do not 
agree, notifying the host device of this fact (Paragraphs 0076 - 0078) 



Application/Control Number: 10/766,870 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2853 

regarding claim 17, printing system for transmitting print settings, which 
have been set by a printer driver, to a printer, said printer performing printing in 
accordance with these settings (Paragraph 0054) 

said printer driver includes an acquisition unit for acquiring print settings 
that have been stored by the printer (Paragraph 001 1) 

printer includes: storage unit for storing print settings according to which 
printing was performed last (Paragraph 001 1) 

transmitting unit for transmitting the set value, which has been stored in 
said storage unit, in response to a request from the printer driver and is transferred to 
the printer (Paragraphs 0060 - 0061) 

regarding claim 18, an input/output system comprising a host computer 
and an input/output device connected to said host computer by an interface that is 
capable of bidirectional communication (Paragraphs 0039, 0055 - 0056) , wherein: 

paper-thickness adjusting unit for dealing with thickness of paper 
(Paragraphs 0013, 0037) 

calculating unit for calculating an appropriate paper - thickness 
adjustment position form information that has been transmitted from said host computer 
(Paragraphs 0037, 0039; Figure 5: 139, 145) 

storage unit for storing paper - thickness adjustment position that has 
been calculated (Paragraph 0037) 
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host computer includes: a receiving unit for receiving information 
indicating paper - thickness adjustment position form said input/output unit (Paragraph 
0037) 

determination unit for determining whether the information indicating paper 
- thickness adjustment position is appropriate for an input/output operation sought by 
an operator (Paragraph 0047) 

regarding claim 21, printer capable of utilizing a plurality of types of 
printing media (Paragraphs 0071 - 0072) 

storage unit for storing a type of printing medium on which printing has 
been performed (Paragraph 0011) 

means for responding to an inquiry from a host with the type of printing 
medium that has been stored in said storage unit (Paragraph 0028 - 0029) 

host device including: an acquisition unit for inquiring about and acquiring, 
from said printer, a type of printing medium that was printed on last (Paragraph 0046 - 
0047) 

display unit for displaying a confirmation message to a user if the type of 
printing medium acquired by said acquisition unit and a type of printing medium set by 
the user do not agree (Paragraph 0047) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Otokita (U.S. Pub 2003/0016259) in view of Aritomi (U.S. Pub. 2002/0180822). 

Otokita discloses: 

regarding claim 5, a panel for displaying messages and specifying inputs 
(Paragraph 0048) 

Otokita does not disclose expressly the following: 

regarding claim 5, a determination unit for determining whether data 
received from the host device includes a confirmation command; confirmation command 
is determined once test printing to the plain paper ends 

confirmation unit for displaying a message on said panel and prompting an 
input in response to this message if said determination unit has determined that the 
data includes a confirmation command 

wherein an image is formed based upon the data if an input in response to 
the message is made by confirmation unit 

regarding claim 12, a determination unit for determining whether data 
received from the host device includes a confirmation command; confirmation command 
is determined once test printing to the plain paper ends 

confirmation unit for displaying a message on said panel and prompting an 
input in response to this message if said determination unit has determined that the 
data includes a confirmation command 
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wherein an image is formed based upon the data if an input in response to 
the message is made by confirmation unit 
Aritomi discloses the following: 

regarding claim 5, a determination unit for determining whether data 
received from the host device includes a confirmation command; confirmation command 
is determined once test printing to the plain paper ends (Paragraph 0077). For the 
purpose of displaying to the user a confirmation command. 

confirmation unit for displaying a message on said panel and prompting an 
input in response to this message if said determination unit has determined that the 
data includes a confirmation command (Paragraph 0077). For the purpose of allowing 
the user to control operation of the image forming apparatus. 

wherein an image is formed based upon the data if an input in response to 
the message is made by confirmation unit (Paragraph 0077). For the purpose of 
performing print output to a print medium on the basis of print data being transmitted. 

regarding claim 12, a determination unit for determining whether data 
received from the host device includes a confirmation command; confirmation command 
is determined once test printing to the plain paper ends (Paragraph 0077). For the 
purpose of displaying to the user a confirmation command. 

confirmation unit for displaying a message on said panel and prompting an 
input in response to this message if said determination unit has determined that the 
data includes a confirmation command (Paragraph 0077). For the purpose of allowing 
the user to control operation of the image forming apparatus. 
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wherein an image is formed based upon the data if an input in response to 
the message is made by confirmation unit (Paragraph 0077). For the purpose of 
performing print output to a print medium on the basis of print data being transmitted. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of a panel for displaying messages 
and specifying inputs; a determination unit for determining whether data received from 
the host device includes a confirmation command; confirmation command is determined 
once test printing to the plain paper ends; confirmation unit for displaying a message on 
said panel and prompting an input in response to this message if said determination unit 
has determined that the data includes a confirmation command; wherein an image is 
formed based upon the data if an input in response to the message is made by 
confirmation unit as taught by Aritomi into the device of Otokita. The motivations would 
have been to display to the user a confirmation command; allow the user to control 
operation of the image forming apparatus; perform print output to a print medium on the 
basis of print data being transmitted. 

Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Otokita (U.S. Pub. 2003/0016259) in view of Naka et al (U.S. Pub. 2002/0135624). 
Otokita discloses: 

regarding claim 19, a set value is stored in a storage unit (Paragraph 

0011) 

Otokita does not disclose expressly the following: 
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regarding claim 19, storing an identifier for identifying a user 

regarding claim 20, wherein the identifier is one assigned to a control 
program in the host device. 
Naka et al discloses: 

regarding claim 19, storing an identifier for identifying a user (Paragraph 
0175). For the purpose of identifying authorized users of the image forming apparatus. 

regarding claim 20, wherein the identifier is one assigned to a control a 
program in the host device (Paragraphs 0175 - 0177). For the purpose of controlling 
the image forming apparatus in accordance with input from an authorized identifier. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of storing an identifier for identifying a 
user; wherein the identifier is one assigned to a control program in the host device as 
taught by Naka et al into the device of Otokita. The motivations for doing so would have 
been to identify authorized users of the image forming apparatus; control the image 
forming apparatus in accordance with input from an authorized identifier. 

Claims 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Otokita (U.S. Pub. 2003/0016259) in view of Hirasawa (U.S. Pub. 2002/0089531). 

Otokita discloses: 

regarding claims 22 and 23, determine if the type of printing medium 
acquired by acquisition unit and the type of printing medium set by the user do not 
agree (Paragraph 0076) 
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Otokita does not disclose expressly: 

regarding claim 22, host device sends printer a confirmation command, 
which is for placing said printer in a standby state 

printer includes a confirmation input unit 

printing is resumed in case where confirmation has been input by said 
confirmation input unit 

regarding claim 23, wherein host device allows the user to select 
whether or not to place printer in the standby state. 
Hirasawa discloses: 

regarding claim 22, , host device sends printer a confirmation command, 
which is for placing said printer in a standby state (Paragraph 0159) 

printer includes a confirmation input unit (Paragraph 0159) 

printing is resumed in case where confirmation has been input by said 
confirmation input unit (Paragraph 01 59). For the purpose of allowing the user to 
control operation of the image forming apparatus. 

regarding claim 23, wherein host device allows the user to select 
whether or not to place printer in the standby state (Paragraph 0159). For the purpose 
of allowing the user to control operation of the image forming apparatus. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of host device sends printer a 
confirmation command, which is for placing said printer in a standby state; printer 
includes a confirmation input unit; printing is resumed in case where confirmation has 



Application/Control Number: 10/766,870 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2853 

been input by said confirmation input unit; host device allows the user to select whether 
or not to place printer in the standby state as taught by Hirasawa into the device of 
Otokita. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the user to control 
operation of the image forming apparatus. 

Claims 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Otokita (U.S. Pub. 2003/0016259) in view of Yogome et al (U.S. Pub. 
2002/0176719). 

Otokita discloses: 

regarding claim 24, type of medium on which printing was performed 
last is acquired from a printer, and determines if formation of an image on a medium of 
a type different from the type of the first - mentioned medium has been specified 
(Paragraph 0076) 

regarding claim 25, code for acquiring a type of medium on which 
printing was performed last, the type of medium having been stored in a memory of a 
printer (Paragraph 001 1) 

code to compare type of medium on which printing was performed last 
and type of medium, for which image formation has been specified, stored in a memory 
of a computer, and determine if the two types of media do not agree (Paragraph 0076) 
Otokita does not disclose expressly: 

regarding claim 24 and 25, outputting these facts to the user 
Yogome et al discloses: 
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regarding claim 24 and 25, outputting display messages for a medium 
type to be printed (Paragraph 01 12). For the purpose of displaying information about 
the image forming apparatus. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of outputting various facts to the user 
as taught by Yogome et al into the device of Otokita. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to display information about the image forming apparatus. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Uhlenhake whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5916. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on (571) 272-2149. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





